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Staremberg was on the point of being joined by his
army of Estremadura, so that in the event of M. de Ven-
dome attacking Brigbtuega, as he hoped, he had a large
number of troops to depend upon.

Vendome, meanwhile, set out on his march. He was
informed of Staremberg's position, but in a manner just
as Staremberg wished; that is to say, he was led to be-
lieve that Stanhope had made a wrong move in occupying
Brighuega, that he was too far removed from Staremberg
to receive any assistance from him, and that he could be
easily overpowered. That is how matters appeared to
Vendome. He hastened his march, therefore, made his
dispositions, and on the 8th of December, after midday,
approached Brighuega, called upon it to surrender, and
upon its refusal, prepared to attack it.

Immediately afterward his surprise was great, upon dis-
covering that there were so many troops in the town,
and that instead of having to do with a mere outpost, he
was engaged against a place of some consequence. He
did not wish to retire, and perhaps he could not have
done so with impunity. He set to, therefore, storming
in his usual manner, and did what he could to excite
his troops to make short work of a conquest so different
from what he had imagined, and so dangerous to delay.

Nevertheless, the weight of his mistake pressed upon
him as the hours passed and he saw fresh enemies arrive.
Two of his assaults had failed: he determined to play at
double or quits, and ordered a third assault. While the
dispositions were being made, on the 9th of December he
learned that Staremberg was marching against him with
four or five thousand men, that is to say, with just about
half what he really led. In this anguish, Venddme did not
hesitate to stake even the Crown of Spain upon the hazard
of the die. His third attack was made with all the force
of which he was capable. Every one of the assailants
knew the extremity of the danger, and behaved with so
much valor and impetuosity, that the town was carried in
spite of an obstinate resistance. The besieged were
obliged to yield, and to the number of eight battalions and
eight squadrons, surrendered themselves prisoners of war,
and with them, Stanhope, their general, who so triumphant